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Researchers and scholars 
from around the world…

Philip Altbachp

Global Trends: TrackingGlobal Trends: Tracking 
an Academic Revolutionan Academic Revolution



Students were wellStudents were well 
represented…p



The Private Sector participated p p
actively…



UNESCO/Microsoft
Education Leaders Forum 

Microsoft's $50 million commitment is 
supporting the mission of the new tasksupporting the mission of the new task 
force and enabling the implementation 
of critical UNESCO and Microsoft
educational resources.educational resources.

1



WCHE: Focus 
Af iAfrica

“The matter of 
higher education g
is serious 
business!”

Peter OkebukolaPeter Okebukola,
WCHE Rapporteur



WCHE New Dynamics

• Rising demand (massification)

• Diversification (providers & methods)• Diversification (providers & methods)

• Private Higher Education

• Cross-border Education

• Quality Assurance



High demand for Higher Education 



MassificationMassification

• Globally, age participation rates grown 
from 19% in 2000 to 26% in 2007from 19% in 2000 to 26% in 2007

• 150 6 million tertiary students globally in• 150.6 million tertiary students globally in 
2007, 53% increase over 2000

• Low income countries: from 5% in 2000 to 
7% in 20077% in 2007



UNIVERSITY RANKINGSUNIVERSITY RANKINGS



Diversification:
C i C llCommunity Colleges

• Distinct from vocational 
training and LLLtraining and LLL

• Access for non-traditional 
studentsstudents

• Flexible curriculum
• Skill-based training• Skill-based training
• Allow continuing education 

at universityat university



W ld ClWorld Class      
Universities or
Locally Relevant 

Systems?Systems?



• Private HE fastest 
growing sub-sector : 
30% enrolments30% enrolments 
globally

• Some countries (Japan, 
South Korea) enrol 80% 
of students in PHEIs

L ti A i 50%• Latin America– 50%

Ri i f fit• Rise in for profit 
providers

• Include sub-sector in 
QA arrangements



Cross Border HECross-Border HE

“Cross-border higher education 
includes higher education that takes 
place where the teacher, student, 
programme, institution/provider or 
course materials cross national 
jurisdictional borders”



CBHE that works!CBHE that works!



University of Nottingham – Malaysia CampusUniversity of Nottingham Malaysia Campus



BEWARE

DEGREE MILLS & BOGUS COLLEGES





BEWARE

Our Campus



For telephone or postal verification 
accreditation, you may contact:

UNESCO Division of Higher Education 
- Tel: (+33.1) 45681106



INTERNATIONALIZING QA

“The globalisation of higher education has 
added newer challenges in terms of quality 
assurance systems (…) These challenges can 
be largely addressed by increased regional 
and international collaboration.(…) Quality 
Assurance Systems (…) should encompass 
not merely conventional programmes in higher 
education but also the borderless, private and 
continuing education.”





Higher Education in a world 
Ch d U l OECD 2010Changed Utterly – OECD 2010

Equity, Efficiency, Quality
BUTBUT
What was new?

• The Economic Crisis: Doing More with lessg
• Universities in search of revenue: ignoring 

access and equity, but (a paradox?)…access and equity, but (a paradox?)…
• Social engagement – more intense today



New Dynamics Revisited
OECD/IMHE 2010OECD/IMHE 2010

• Crossborder – often empty shellsp y

• Diversification: but vocational and professional??

• Rankings – risky!; will European rankings make a difference? 
Do not trust League tables!

• Academic Profession – students no longer interested (Nigeria)

• Changing institutions/changing mindsets...

• Does less money mean more innovation?Does less money mean more innovation?



Europe and Beyond:
h t l f HEI i t B lk ?what role for HEIs in western Balkans?

• The European Higher Education and Research areas 
must be open to the world
(EU Modernisation Agenda for Universities)( g )

• The world is becoming smaller as the economic crisis 
hits both developed and developing countries.hits both developed and developing countries. 
Austerity forces HEIs to do more with less

• To do more with less:To do more with less:
- be more innovative 
- embrace the new dynamics



Higher Education in the EU 2020
changing of mindsets…g g
bottom-up approach…
critical view of the Bologna Process…critical view of the Bologna Process…

The Novi Sad Initiative
Dubrovnik 2010Dubrovnik 2010



For moreinformationFor moreinformation, 
the WCHE 2009 website:

http://www.unesco.org/en/wche2009/

s.uvalic-trumbic@unesco.org


